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I BeKoZ YoU

T;.e Confinement
of Life - giving
Stdrg

I BeKoZ YoU, Act T the confinement of life-giving stars is rooted in
the African philosophy of Ubuntu (1 am because you are’] which
suggests that one's humanity is offirmed through recognition of
on other'1n his or her uniqueness ond difference

In the heart of the rainforest of Demaocratic Republic of Congo,
a small community of indigenous people, the Ekonda Batwo,
celebrate certain first tme-mothers for giving life. This anclent
rite of passage provides young girls, called Walés, with a group
process for inttiating them into womanhood,

Photogrophs shope how we understond the world Under the
dominont white male gaze, indigenous people are, all too often,
dressed up in traditional attire, stripped from objects deemed to
be foreign. These representations negate their dynamic history,
distort reality, leave us disempowered and the subject objectified
and removed

My aim 1s to challenge the classical ethnographic woys of
seeing, and show that even in the dorkness of the African jungle,
humaonity progresses. Today, Batwa populations, while asserting
their indigenous identity, are also in fierce struggles around the
I0ea of belonging. They, too, refuse to be left behind ond wont 1o
participate in the global fashion system

Cover Photo: The origin of stars |, 106 x 142 cm, archival fine art print.
solid wenge wood frame with museum glass

Another stereotyped narrative, told through the prism of o white
Western lens, is that African women are, generally, portrayed as
beast of burden, oppressed woman, exatic creature or domestic
worker. Perpetuating these stereotypes take Africon wormen out
of their matriarchal power. | wont to show that Wolés are actually
part of a tradition of resisting African wormen who have survived
patriarchal oppression by relying on collective femining rituals ond
creative expression

Recognizing that oesthetics also carry their own coded messoges
that have the power to either reproduce or subvert stereotypes, |
intentionally chose to employ the global fashion visual longuage
to attemnpt to shift perceptions and restore the ogency, the
Individuality ond humanity of these young women

This long-term artistic documentary, structured in three seporate
acts released indviduclly, will grow into o full cross-discipline
body of work, with a bolonced approach of visual, textual ond orol
storyteling enhaonced through meoningful artistic colloborations.

I want this polyphonic norration to give a true voice 1o the Woles
while striving to decolonize the representation, offer a mirror for
our own subjectivity ond question whether our cliched gaze belies
the rejection of our own modern lives
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The origin of stars I, 106 x 142 cm, archival fine art print. solid wenge wood frame with museum glass



The darkest nights make the brightest stars, 148 x 184 cm, archival fine art print.
solid wenge wood frame with museum glass



The origin of stars Il 106 x 142 cm, archival fine art print. solid wenge wood frame with museum glass
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Previous page: Bekoz you are worth it, 148 x 184 cm
Left You are bekoz | am, 76 x 101 cm
Right: / am bekoz you are, 76 x 107 cm

Technigue: archival fine art print. solid wenge wood frame with museum glass
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